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April 28, 2011
Surfrider Foundation

PO Box 6010 

San Clemente, CA 92674
National Ocean Council
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear National Ocean Council,








The Surfrider Foundation would like to thank you for your efforts to develop a Strategic Action Plan for implementation of Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning. We believe that an increase in existing and emerging uses of our oceans and coasts is necessitating a more integrated approach to planning and management. We also believe that a national framework for coastal and marine spatial planning (CMSP) must prioritize protection of the natural ecosystem, including recreational resources, and incorporate significant opportunities for public and stakeholder engagement.

The Surfrider Foundation generally supports the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force recommended CMSP goals and principles as appropriate for guiding planning efforts. In particular, we support the priority focus on conservation of important ecological areas. As our nation considers a range of potential new uses of the ocean, it is crucial that we embrace a precautionary approach and prioritize the protection of areas that are essential to the resiliency and maintenance of ecosystem services and biodiversity. We believe such efforts will be significantly aided by the scientific assessment of biological resources and ecological condition throughout the CMSP process, as highlighted in the Final Recommendations.   

The Surfrider Foundation would also like to emphasize our support for the CMSP goal to: “provide for and maintain public access to ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes”. As an organization that represents the interests of recreational ocean users, Surfrider believes in the right of low-impact, free and open access to the world's waves and beaches for all people. You are undoubtedly aware that there is a varying degree of coastal access opportunities across our nation, with a number of states and territories that have significant restrictions, often through private ownership. We strongly believe that CMSP provides a historic opportunity to maintain and improve public access to our nation’s beaches, oceans, and Great Lakes. 

With respect to the development of coastal and marine spatial (CMS) plans, we endorse a regional approach that provides flexibility for addressing local priorities, and includes the meaningful participation of ocean users and the general public. As you know, many states including Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Oregon have begun developing spatial plans for their coastal waters. These efforts have benefited from incorporating input from coastal communities and recognizing local values and stewardship. Such engagement has also helped to promote the buy-in of ocean stakeholders who use and value our nation’s tremendous coastal ecosystems.  

As a grassroots organization with a membership of thousands of recreational ocean users, the Surfrider Foundation is very interested in participating in effective coastal and marine spatial planning. With seventy volunteer chapters and over a dozen field staff located throughout the United States, the Surfrider Foundation is well equipped to promote the constructive participation of ocean stakeholders in CMSP processes. We have listed below several key elements for CMSP that Surfrider Foundation may provide support or participation for:

· Data collection on non-consumptive recreational ocean use. Such data is integral to informing CMSP as these uses provide significant economic and sociocultural benefits to coastal communities and the nation as a whole. Surfrider may be able to provide significant support for such data collection with respect to: study design/ methodologies; promoting recreational user participation; disseminating results; fostering partnerships; and identifying funding. 
· Participation of recreational users in CMSP. Non-consumptive ocean recreation encompasses a broad spectrum of activities including: surfing; kayaking, beach-going, wildlife viewing, diving, windsurfing; etc. Fostering the participation of these ocean stakeholders can help minimize potential impacts to recreation and reduce conflicts with other uses. The Surfrider Foundation has the capacity to help facilitate the participation of this demographic in many regions of the country.
· Public Education & Outreach. Successful CMSP will depend upon effective education and outreach, particularly to ocean stakeholders. Surfrider Foundation has significant capabilities for disseminating information to recreational ocean users and the general public in coastal communities across the nation. These include a broad set of communication strategies ranging from public outreach events to web-based communications. 
We believe that the elements above are critical for successful CMSP. Ocean and coastal recreation provides enormous socioeconomic benefits to coastal communities and the nation as a whole. These activities also promote healthy lifestyles and enhance stewardship for our precious nearshore ecosystems. As such, we believe that CMPS provides an important opportunity to plan for the lasting protection of ocean and coastal places that support these activities. 

The Surfrider Foundation is a non-profit environmental organization dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of the world's oceans, waves and beaches for all people, through conservation, activism, research and education. The Surfrider Foundation has over 50,000 members and 80 local chapters in the United States with chapters in almost every coastal state. Surfrider Foundation chapters are volunteer run organizations that are supported by regional staff and work on coastal and ocean issues including beach access, water quality, shoreline protection, and marine protected areas.

Thank you for your consideration,
Pete Stauffer

Ocean Ecosystem Manager

Surfrider Foundation






